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Winter finally arrives in Nanaimo. At the trailhead to Mount Benson, a frozen
Witchcraft lake affords this rare scene on the coast.

NALT’S 19TH AGM
WHEN: Late Afternoon of March 19th, 2013
WHERE: The Lawn Bowling Clubhouse at Bowen Park Complex
WHO: Join the NALT Board, Staff and Members. Everyone Welcome
Doors will open at 4:00pm: Come early and enjoy light refreshments, time to socialize, and
bid on silent auction items.
Business meeting will begin at 5:00pm: Annual Reports will be presented, with Q&A
opportunities, followed by election of Board Directors.
Silent Auction Outcomes: top bidders for each item will be announced, and auction items
disbursed (see page 10 for details).

As soon as any man says of the affairs of the State
"What does it matter to me?" the State may be given up for lost.
― Jean-Jacques Rousseau
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RDN Annual Funding
On the evening of January 14th, in the Regional District of
Nanaimo Board Meeting Room, Fraser Wilson, along with a
small contingent of NALT supporters, presented materials and
information about the value of NALT’s activities in the Regional
District. This presentation has become an annual event, as
NALT describes its work in the Region and asks for another
year of funding support from the RDN.
In 2013, through Land Acquisitions, Conservation Covenants
and Agreements, Community Outreach, Habitat Restoration and
Enhancement, Native Plant Nursery and other activities, NALT
returned a value of more than 7 to 1 on the combined grants of
$30,000 each from the RDN and the City of Nanaimo (see
pages 11 and 12). The RDN acknowledged this by approving
another $30,000 for 2014. The City of Nanaimo has annualized
its contribution, and requires that we provide them with quarterly
financial reports.
The annual grants from the RDN and the City provide a vital part
of the organizational funding that helps to keep the doors of the
NALT Stewardship Centre open and active, and our boots in the
field. They also provide important leverage for other funding
sources that require matching funding for their grants.

NALT Smile Card Update
The funds raised from May 2012 to April 2013 were approved
specifically for printing and distribution of a 2nd Edition of the
Nanaimo River Watershed Baseline Report. This report was first
produced for the Nanaimo River Symposium in 2011. It features
chapters on various values supported by the Nanaimo River
watershed; including water, fish, habitat, forestry and recreation.
Over this past year, new information about the RDN Water
Budget Project, Fish Habitat Enhancement, and the Coastal
Douglas-fir and a Bio-Inventory of the Couverdon properties
have been added to the report. NALT staff are currently working
on formatting the revised edition, and plan to have it ready for
printing in late March.
Once the revised edition is printed and ready to distribute, NALT
will be in a position to re-apply for another year of participation
in the Thrifty Smile Card community fundraising program. The
time-line to apply for another round of Smile Card approval is
April. So, hold onto your NALT Thrifty Smile Card, and we’ll
let you know when our next application is approved and
your card is again active.
If you have any questions about the Smile Card program, or if
you have misplaced your card, please give us a call at
250-714-1990.
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Nanaimo River Watershed Roundtable
The Nanaimo River Watershed Roundtable (NRWR or “the Roundtable”) is a multi-stakeholder
forum for promoting and coordinating stewardship of all the values supported by the Nanaimo
River watershed. It began as an outcome of a symposium about the Nanaimo River Watershed
organized by NALT in the fall of 2011. The concept of the NRWR was modelled on a similar
initiative begun for the Cowichan River more than 15 years ago. That organization, which also
began as an informal roundtable, is now formalized as the Cowichan River Water Board. There
are many other similar watershed protection and stewardship groups throughout BC, and beyond.
(see review of the Boreal Forest Page 13).
In the first year of its inception, the primary focus of NRWR was for participants to get acquainted
and build trust with other participating groups and individuals. That work has been rewarding, and
the Roundtable is now into its second year—building on the relationships that have developed
and getting ready to add stewardship initiatives to the agenda.
On January 29th, 20 participants of NRWR, representing 14 organizations and interests, met at
the City of Nanaimo’s Public Works Building on Labieux Road. The agenda for the day consisted
of committee updates, acquisition news, possible fish habitat projects, and budget discussions.
The Communications Committee is developing a website for the Roundtable; the challenges
include creating a user-friendly website that will allow NRWR participants to upload content and
update themselves, while staying within the constraints of a limited budget.
The Education and Awareness Committee is creating a brochure about the Roundtable that can
be distributed at community events and other occasions.
The Budget Committee drafted three levels of a budget—ranging from minimal to full funding—for
the consideration of participants. In addition to NALT-fundraised and NALT-secured funding,
TimberWest has pledged $2,000 towards Roundtable operations in 2014. Other participants are
being encouraged to contribute funds or in-kind resources.
NALT Board Director, Fraser Wilson, spoke to efforts to find partners for a possible acquisition of
lands on the Nanaimo River. NALT is awaiting a response from one possible partner while
identifying others that may have an interest in the lands.
Dave Clough presented a review and update of a fish habitat survey of the Nanaimo River and
tributaries, originally conducted in 2002. The update, commissioned by NALT with funds from the
Pacific Salmon Foundation, identifies enhancement projects that are relevant to the conditions of
the river today. With the Nanaimo Fish & Game Protective Association, Dave is pursuing funds for
an enhancement project on Haslam Creek. The Roundtable drafted a Letter of Support for this
project. NALT will further investigate a spawning gravel enhancement near Second Lake and
other enhancement projects, and, with Roundtable partners, will seek funds to carry out the work.
The NRWR meets four times a year, with committees meeting as needed. The next gathering of
the Roundtable is scheduled for March 26th, at 1:00 pm at Harmac Pacific. New participants who
have a specific interest in some aspect of the Nanaimo River watershed always welcome—or just
join us as an observer if you prefer.

Community Watershed Monitoring
For the past three years, a number of conservation
organizations, neighbourhood associations and other
interested folks, in partnership with the Regional
District of Nanaimo (RDN) and the BC Ministry of the
Environment (MOE), have been monitoring the water
quality in several creeks and rivers in the region.
NALT, in conjunction with the Harbour City River
Stewards and the Departure Creek Streamkeepers,
has been responsible for monitoring on Cottle Creek,
Departure Creek, Haslam Creek, Nanaimo River and
Northfield Creek. NALT staff and volunteers have
diligently carried out this testing in the summer low flow
time (August) and in the first flush of fall rains (October
or November) - through all kinds of weather.
RDN staff have supported this work with direction,
training and equipment.
Rosie Barlak, Environmental Impact Assessment
Biologist with MOE, compiles, plots and interprets the
data collected.
Three years of consistent monitoring is significant. While
it may be too early to draw conclusions about what the
data reveals, patterns are beginning to emerge.
These patterns may indicate that the water quality in a
particular watercourse falls within the parameters of a
healthy river—or it may indicate a need for more
vigorous investigation into concerns highlighted by the
monitoring results.
On February 13th, the RDN and MOE reported back to
the Community Watershed Monitors on the findings thus
far. There are no alarm bells ringing; however, there are
some trends which may require more in-depth monitoring or some habitat enhancement. For example, pinpointing the source of suspended solids in a waterway
could result in an upstream farmer modifying a farming
practice, or installation of large woody debris and rock
armature to prevent erosion of a streambank.
The meeting was also an opportunity to meet others
involved in this project and to receive recognition from
both the RDN and MOE.
As opportunities to improve water quality are identified,
projects and partnerships will develop between the
groups involved in the Community Watershed Monitoring
Network and other interested individuals, organizations
and agencies.
See http://www.rdn.bc.ca/cms.asp?wpID=2844 for a full
list of participants, watersheds and other information.

Bottles for the River
Well, January 11th had to be one of the
wettest Bottles for the River days yet!
At some point in the day, the flow of
water through the parking lot was so
strong it seemed as though the
Nanaimo River had made a special
appearance to see how things were
going.
As you may know, we hold the winter
bottle collection at the NALT office,
rather than higher profile locations, so
that we are able to offer our volunteers
somewhere warm and dry to get out of
the chilly weather.
The results are in, and as many of
those who worked a soggy shift
guessed, the tally was low. With this
less visible location, combined with
several other groups holding bottle
drives on the same day, our results
from the day are respectable, if not
awesome. In the end, we raised
$760—up slightly from last January’s
event.
Thanks to everyone who was able to
canoe or row down to our office and
drop their refundables off. A great big
thanks to our volunteers who were
able to swim in and help out.
Thanks also to the Running Room and
Save-on Foods (Country Club) for
lending us their tents to provide shelter
from the grueling sun. Thanks to the
Wave, Wolf and Coast fm radio
stations, the Nanaimo News Bulletin
and the Nanaimo Daily News, for
promoting the event.
And, once again, a very special thanks
to Dave from Mistaken Identity
Vineyards for the unique message-in-a
-bottle he delivered to show his
support of our volunteers.
The next Bottles for the River will be
on May 3rd in the parking lot adjacent
to Lucky’s Liquor Store at Country
News from NALT
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Join Us for the 5th Annual Wild Foods Festival – Sunday, April 27th
NALT’s Wild Foods Festival is the definitive spring event that you should not miss. This year, the
Festival is scheduled for April 27th, again in partnership with the City of Nanaimo’s Earth Day
celebrations (NOTE: actually, it’s Earth Week this year, since Earth Day, April 22 nd, falls too close
to the Easter weekend). This “wild” event celebrates the natural bounty of the Earth in spring, and
the creative talents of our region’s earth-friendly community.
The main focus of the Wild Foods Festival will once again be delicious food samples prepared by
local chefs that feature an array of wild, local ingredients. How about a wild greens smoothie,
anyone? Samples are offered for the very reasonable price of a food ticket or two ($1/ticket), and
if you’ve attended previous years, you’ll know how tasty and how popular these foods will be. If
you have attended before, you will also be aware of how the attendance at this event has
increased each year—to an estimated 1400 people last year. We plan to have more chefs with
more samples available this year; but it is probably still a good idea for you to plan to get there
early if you want to taste some of the most popular choices.

Great food samples prepared by local chefs,
friendly vendors selling produce and other wares,
inspiring presentation and wonderful music
~All at the Wild Foods Festival.

In addition to the focus on wild food sampling, lots more will be happening. The creativity of our
community will be present in many forms: vendors will offer local foods and crafts; local
community groups will be on hand to offer information about their programs; and musicians will
take turns filling the auditorium with lively music. In Activity Room #1, there will be presentations
about food security, and wild and native food harvesting and use.
Entrance fee to the Wild Foods Festival is again just a twoonie, with no charge for kids 10 and
under. This event truly offers something for all ages, and it’s a popular family day. Outdoors, there
will be guided plant walks and other fun activities—plus more vendors and information tables.
Mark the date on your calendar, and we’ll look forward to seeing you on Sunday, April 27th,
Doors will open at 11 am and close at 3:30 pm, at the Bowen Park Complex, 500 Bowen
Road. Check the NALT website at www.nalt.bc.ca for more details in the coming weeks.
News from NALT
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The Importance of Snow
(Author’s note: Hopefully the return to a more familiar pattern of weather through late winter and
early spring will lessen some of the concerns expressed in this article.)
Hiking up Mount Benson on a regular basis is an exercise in contrasts. You can start out the day
in thick fog— only to emerge above in brilliant sunshine. Conversely, you can begin the day in
favourable weather, and find yourself in a snowstorm at the summit. For your own safety and
enjoyment, it is best to adopt the Boy Scout’s motto – Be prepared. If you go up the mountain
often enough, you can also compare and contrast the conditions from one week to the next one—
or even one year to the next.
On the last Saturday in January, the
January 24th, 2014. Spring-like conditions in the middle of winter.
conditions at the top of Mount Benson
were anything but seasonal. It was
sunny and 12o Celsius, with only a
few receding patches of snow hiding
in the hollows and shadows. The next
weekend, February 2nd, it was too
cloudy to see much, a brisk minus 3o
C and snowing. Where the week
before, all was grass, shrubs and
exposed rock, now a couple of inches
of snow blanketed the ground and the
branches of trees. Now, that’s more
like it!
However; if you contrast these
conditions to years past, the difference is striking. A signpost that would normally be buried under
the snow in late winter towered six feet above the thin covering of white stuff. Until recently, those
of us who look forward to snow-shoeing, skiing and other wintery pursuits have had to keep our
equipment in the closet or travel far to find sufficient snow.
What might this mean for the City of
Nanaimo’s water supply? Bill Sims,
Nanaimo’s Water Resources Manager,
was quoted in the Nanaimo Daily News
(January 21st,2014) as saying “Normally
by the middle of January, the city sees
about 30 to 40 percent of the annual
snowpack formed. So far this year, the
snowpack is only about five percent
formed… This time of year, it's really
unusual to have a winter drought, (but)
it's not unheard of."

One week later, February 2nd, winter makes an appearance.

As a result, some of us found ourselves
in an unusual situation on the southwest
coast of British Columbia—in the early
weeks of the new year, we were hoping
(Story continued page 7)
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for rain, rain and lots of it! Rain at lower elevations, with cool enough temperatures to mean snow
at higher elevations. Rain and snow, not just for the sake of winter recreation, not even just for the
sake of municipal water concerns, but also for the ecological functions that a healthy snowpack
provides.
A dam on a river in many ways mimics snowpack, in that it stores
water for later use. The difference is the scale. While the dams that
provide drinking water to the City of Nanaimo are impressive feats
of engineering, they require rainfall and a slowly melting snowpack
in the mountains to keep them filled and our taps running throughout the drier months. When the snowpack is low, the City stores
more water earlier in the year to supplant some of this water deficit.
The snowpack also provides water to lakes, creeks and rivers
without dams, and adds to the interchange of surface water and
groundwater—which provides a healthy flow of cool water for fish
and other riverine critters.
The fish in our rivers are a keystone species, relied upon by
creatures both great and small, for food and nutrients that nourish
ecological systems. Through an agreement between the City of
Nanaimo and Harmac with the Federal Department of Fisheries
and Oceans and the BC Ministry of the Environment, the dams on
the Nanaimo River provide a baseflow of cool, clean water vital to
salmon rearing in the dry months of late summer and early fall.
Lower than normal water volumes in the dams trigger provisions in
the water use agreement which result in a reduction in the amount
of water available for baseflow. A low volume snowpack could
conceivably lead to decisions being made about water restrictions
much earlier than usual. On rivers that have no dams to augment
summer baseflow, there will be no decisions to be made at all.
Although, with the recent snowfall we have just experienced, it is
now more likely that the snowpack in the mountains will build in the
weeks ahead; still, long-term projections related to climate change
indicate that there will be less annual rainfall in the watersheds in
years to come—with significantly less in summer months,
A sign post stands tall above the
combined with a lower average snowpack in the winters. Water
snow. In the recent past, it has
restrictions and
been completely covered by snow
less than optimal
in late January.
baseflow
available for fish
could be the new normal in the near future. It
certainly is a clarion call for all of us to renew
our efforts at water conservation, and to
increase our understanding of viable fish
habitat in this changing world.
In the meantime, here’s hoping for more cold,
wet weather in March and April, and a cool
spring to keep that precious snowpack intact.
News from NALT
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NALT’s Position on Vancouver’s Solid Waste
Being Shipped to the Nanaimo Area
At a recent meeting, the NALT Board of Directors voted unanimously to voice their opposition to
the potential for Nanaimo to become the recipient of solid waste from Metro Vancouver. The
letter that was sent from the NALT Board reads as follows.
Re: Nanaimo-based Incinerator for Metro Vancouver Waste
Since 1995, the Nanaimo & Area Land Trust (NALT) has worked to fulfill its mission – “to promote
and protect the natural values of land in the Nanaimo area”. We represent more than 400
members, including families and businesses, and 270 active volunteers who contribute thousands
of hours annually in support of our mission.
This letter is being sent to express our opposition to the possibility of locating a solid waste
incinerator in the Nanaimo area for the purpose of processing waste from Metro Vancouver. Our
concerns with this proposal are two-fold:
A key concern of the NALT Board is the practice of shipping waste beyond the boundaries of
where it is generated. Not only does this engender an out-of-sight, out-of-mind attitude, it also
discourages measures to reduce the production of waste in the first place. Additionally, it adds to
the issue of air pollution through the transport of waste by barges across the strait.
Another concern is that of location. The thought of an incinerator situated on our waterfront—
located upwind of prevailing SE winds—is contrary to the strides Nanaimo has made to
showcase the natural and built values of our city and its harbour. The proposed location is within
sight of a recently completed cruise ship dock, and it is near to the Nanaimo River Estuary—the
largest estuary on Vancouver Island, which is just now healing from past industrial practices. It
would also be close to the Snuneymuxw First Nation Reserves. What does it say to Nanaimo
residents and to visitors to consider processing Metro Vancouver’s waste at this location?
Communities need to be innovative when considering how to deal with the waste they produce;
but those considerations should not include negatively impacting another community. How we
deal with waste, both in its production and processing, continues to challenge communities
around the world. Let’s not make Vancouver’s garbage challenges into Nanaimo’s problem.
Sincerely,
Dean Gaudry, Chair of the NALT Board of Directors
If you would like to send a letter voicing your concerns on this issue, here is a list of contacts that
you might want to send to:
Nanaimo Mayor John Ruttan and City Council - Mayor&Council@nanaimo.ca
RDN Chairman Joe Standhope and RDN Board – jstanhope@shaw.ca
BC Minister of the Environment, Mary Polak – ENV.minister@gov.bc.ca
Metro Vancouver Board Chairman, Greg Moore – chair@metrovancouver.org
Metro Vancouver Board Vice-chair, Raymond Louie – raymondlouie@vancouver.ca
Metro Vancouver Chairman of Zero Waste, Malcolm Brodie – mayorea@richmond.ca
Metro Vancouver Chief Administrator, Carol Mason – Carol.Mason@metrovancouver.org
News from NALT
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Signs of Spring at the Nursery
It has been very peaceful at the Natural
Abundance Native Plant Nursery lately. All our
plants are snug in their beds under a blanket of
white; but signs of Spring are starting to peek
through. Our Christmas tree sales went very
well, and now we are focusing on salvaging and
growing new stock. Some of your thoughts may
be turning to a new season of gardening as well
and, if native plants are on your mind, please,
consider us for a supply of new and interesting
plants and free advice.
As in previous years, you can come by and “self
-shop” even if we are not officially open and no
one is around to serve you. Check the NALT
website for directions to the nursery location:
www.nalt.bc.ca
We are still on winter hours—opening from
11am until 3pm Wednesdays and Saturdays.
However, please check the website, as these
hours may vary, depending on the weather and
availability of our volunteers—many of whom
have escaped to warmer climes!
Thank you to all of you for your support this past
year, and we hope you will make the drive out to
Cassidy and pay us a visit.

Volunteers work in waves sorting bottles at the January
Bottles for the River fundraiser.

A Special Request
Hello NALT supporters. I am Jen Wilson, and I
writing this brief story to make an appeal to you.
You may know me as the part-time
Administrative Assistant at the NALT office; but
did you know the I am also the person who
cleans the NALT Stewardship Centre twice a
month?
And sadly, one of my most important cleaning
tools—the vacuum cleaner—has finally come
undone. This machine was thoughtfully donated
by a long-time member of NALT, and it has
definitely served us well—but now the main stem
of the machine has come apart and this has
interrupted the flow of electricity to the
powerhead. Alas! It does not appear to be
repairable.
So, we are appealing for a gently-used
replacement. Please help NALT if you know of a
vacuum that is gathering dust (pun intended) in a
back closet of yours, or in the home of someone
who has recently upgraded. The donor will
receive a tax receipt for the market value of the
machine.

Tools of the trade. Wheelbarrows and other equipment are
stored in a shed until next time at the NALT nursery in this
late summer sketch by Victoria Drakeford.

Quality Birding Supplies
and Expert Advice
Tel:
(250) 390-3669
www.go-nanaimo.com/birds
#6-6404 Metral Drive, Nanaimo, B.C.V9T 2L8
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AGM Auction Time Again
At the upcoming NALT AGM on March 19th, we will once again have a “bring and buy” silent
auction. This proved to be very successful last year, raising approximately $600 for NALT in just
a couple of hours! For those who were not in attendance last year, here are the details:
How It Will Work:
Members and supporters each bring an item (or more) to donate. Bid sheets will be set out on
tables, ready for your items, and for you to fill in. Please have your offerings at the meeting by
4:30 pm at the latest; we will begin setting out items at 4:00pm.
What Kinds of Things to Bring:
Re-gifts—such as that size Small T-shirt that Aunt Maud gave you for your birthday (forgetting
you are no longer the slim young thing you once were); that bubble bath that you will never
use; one of the three toasters you got for Christmas; the attractive gift set of dried herbs- but
you dry your own
Gently-used Outdoor Gear—good condition, please. No junk.
Near-new Items—such as those books you have read once and enjoyed, but will never read
again, a set of placemats or a tablecloth that you will never use
Homemade Items— crafts, wine, pickles, jams & jellies, etc.—you make it, we’ll buy it!
In-kind Gifts—a skill or service you can offer, such as tree-pruning. a sailboat criuse, a hike
you could arrange? Be creative!
Gift Baskets—get together with a couple of friends and make a theme basket
Let your imagination run wild. Even if the item fetches only a couple of dollars, that’s $2 more than
we started with—and you have made a start on your spring cleaning!
Bring cash, a cheque book or credit card (VISA or MC) and get set to shop!
The Silent Auction will continue before, during and after the AGM and other program activities,
during breaks. Remember
to keep checking back on
your bids. Someone is
bound to be right behind
you, trying to out-bid you!
Successful bidders will be
notified before the end of
the evening so that they
can pay for their
purchases and take them
home right away.
If you have questions,
contact the NALT office at
250-714-1990, Monday to
Friday -10 am to 5pm.
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Direct Services that NALT Provides to
The City of Nanaimo and the RDN – Updated to December 2013
Land Acquisitions:
Assisted The Land Conservancy with the purchase of South Winchelsea Island - $100,000 (approximately)
Assisted TLC with purchase of the Nanaimo River property - $25,000 (approximately)
Acquisition of Linley Valley City Park (a.k.a. Cottle Lake Park) - $500,000
Acquisition of Mount Benson Regional Park - $475,000
Assisted The Nature Trust of BC with additional property acquisition on Buttertubs Marsh – $17,700
Assisted The Nature Trust of BC with fundraising for the purchase of Moorecroft Regional Park - $41,000+
Continuing to Collect Funds for Mount Benson Acquisition II - $108,161 to date
Fundraise for Acquisition of Recreation/Conservation land along the Nanaimo River - $ 42,600+ to date
Campaign expenses for all of the above, @ 15% - $196,419
TOTAL VALUE OF ALL ACQUISITION FUNDS RAISED SINCE 1998: $1,505880
Annualized value: $ 100,392
Conservation Agreements Held by NALT within the RDN
Sole covenant holder for Haddon-Wilson property (Little Mountain – Errington)
Co-covenant holder for South Winchelsea Island
Co-covenant holder for Coates Millstone property, Gabriola Island Area B
Co-covenant holder for Kwell Nature Sanctuary, Lasqueti Island
Co-covenant holder for Yellowpoint Lodge property, Yellowpoint
Co-covenant holder on Elder Cedar property, Gabriola Island
Co-covenant holder on Mount Trematon property, Lasqueti Island
Primary covenant holder, Mount Benson Regional Park, Area C (pending)
Stewardship Agreement on Van Kerkoerle property Area C (now working on modified ALR Covenant Agreement)
Stewardship Agreement on Martha Warde property Area H (now working on modified ALR Covenant Agreement)
Value of preparation of Conservation Covenants and Stewardship Agreements: 10 @ $15,000 = $150,000
Value of annual covenant monitoring by the Conservation Covenant Specialist and Covenants Committee
plus preparation and distribution of monitoring reports: 17 years @ average of $4,500/year = $76,500
Value of other covenant work carried out by NALT staff and CC Specialist—ie. response to initial enquiries:
(5-6 per year = 85 total), which include property visits, baseline data-collection, preparation of site reports,
Covenant Committee meetings (average 4 per year) 17 years @ average value of $5,000 = $85,000
Additional Costs (eg travel, contract professional fees):- 17 years x $2,500/year (average)= $42,500
TOTAL VALUE OF CONSERVATION COVENANT SERVICES OVER 17 YEARS: $354,000
Annualized value: $ 20,824
Services Provided by NALT Native Plants Nursery in Cassidy:
Information consults regarding native plant gardening and landscaping through site visits to properties
(average 1 per month)
Information consults at the nursery and by phone
Information dissemination about the advantage of native plant species in a pesticide-free environment (see Outreach)
Providing an expanding stock of native plants for habitat restoration and enhancement projects (see habitat)
Conducting RDN Watersmart workshops x 2 annually(see also Outreach) - highlighting the role of native plant species in water-aware gardening and landscaping
Leading guided walks both on-site and with schools to identify native plants and edible native plants
Making presentations to schools and community groups on request
Assisting with landscape enhancement projects at schools and private properties
Maintaining a demonstration garden of edible native plants
Cost of nursery operations: annual @$37,820 x 8= $302,560
- Revenues from plant sales 2006-2013: average annual $9,250 x 8 = $74,000
TOTAL NET COST OF PLANT NURSERY SERVICES OVER 8 YEARS: $ 228,560
Annualized Net Costs: $ 28,570
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Community Outreach and Education Services:
Guided hikes up Mount Benson and in the Linley Valley; guided walks to other sites on request (eg Harewood Plains)
Partnering with the RDN on Stream Stewardship education and Watersmart workshops
Consultations to provide water-sensitive and pesticide-free native plant landscaping expertise
Vesper sparrow information meetings, kiosks and guided walks (through to 2011)
Yearly Pacific Streamkeeper Workshops to train residents on how to measure and monitor stream health
Watershed awareness programs for schools and community
Riparian-area planting with school groups and neighbourhood Streamkeeper Groups
Annual water quality testing by NALT for RDN at two sites in the Nanaimo River Watershed since 2011, and in
partnership with the Hub City River Stewards and Departure Creek Streamkeepers on nine additional sites since 2012
Education presentations to schools and community groups about stream stewardship, invasive and edible wild plants
Providing the community access to information 5 days/week through the NALT Stewardship Resource Centre
Initiating, developing and facilitating the Nanaimo River Watershed Roundtable since 2011
TOTAL VALUE OF OUTREACH PROGRAMS OVER 5 YEARS – 2009 THROUGH 2013: $426,750
Annualized value: $ 85,350
NOTE: Some funding for Outreach Services comes from JCP grants, a Youth Internship grant from Environment
Canada, and community grants from CCCU, TD Canada Trust and other corporate donors—plus a significant portion
of goods and services donated in-kind by the local community. Grants are leveraged by City and RDN funding.
Habitat Restoration and Enhancement Services:
Invasive plant species removal from several area parks over a 10 year period (Cottle Lake, Mount Benson, Newcastle
Island, Colliery Dam, Neck Point and Departure Creek)
Riparian area native plant species installations on Departure Creek (2010 and 2011)
Removal of sediment trap as a barrier to fish on Departure Creek (2010)
Vesper sparrow (the most critically endangered bird species in the Georgia Basin) habitat restoration(2007 to 2011)
Re-planting logged area of Mount Benson Regional Park (MBRP) with native tree species, as prescribed in Shacooey
Resources Reforestation Plan (2009 and 2010)
Decommissioning a logging spur road within the MBRP, using native grasses and large woody debris (2009 and 2010).
Wetland restoration within MBRP, following a prescription prepared by Ursus Environmental Consultants, re-creating
deep pools and re-routing trails outs of creek beds (2010)
Trail construction, maintenance and signage installation in MBRP in partnership with RDN staff (ongoing)
Trail maintenance and signage in the Linley Valley DL 56 (ongoing)
TOTAL VALUE OF HABITAT WORK FOR AN AVERAGE 4 YEAR PERIOD: $280,000
Annualized Value: $ 70,000
*NOTE: The funding sources for Habitat Restoration and Enhancement Service have come primarily from JCP grants,
with local funding support through donations and an in-kind portion of donated goods and services
Mentoring the Development of Stewardship Groups:
Friends of Hamilton Marsh
Gabriola Lands and Trails Trust (GaLTT )
Mudge Island Land Trust Association (MILTA) Departure Creek Streamkeepers Group
Nanaimo River Streamkeepers Group
Moorecroft Stewardship Committee
Plus various other local neighbourhood Streamkeeper and stewardship groups from time to time
TOTAL VALUE OF MENTORING SERVICES OVER 13 YEARS:$39,000
Annualized Value: $ 3,000
Volunteer Services:
Many thousands of hours of in-kind services are donated by community members for any of the activities listed above.
Careful records kept by the NALT Volunteer Coordinator from 2009 through 2013 with an average of 5680 volunteer
hours per year during those five years—calculated at a value of semi-skilled volunteer time equivalent to $15/hour, and
professional and supervisory work at a value of $35/hour—as set by the Government of Canada,
21,300 volunteer hours logged at a valuation of $15/hr: $319,500
7,100 volunteer hours logged at a valuation of $35/hr: $248,500
TOTAL OF 31,400 VOLUNTEER HOURS OVER 5 YEARS AT COMBINED VALUATIONS: $ 568,000
Annualized Value: $ 113.600
Annualized Value of All Direct Services Provided by NALT to the City of Nanaimo and the RDN: $ 421,736
Grants Received from the City of Nanaimo and the RDN for 2013:

$ 60,000
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BOREAL TRUCE – Review of A
Success Story in the January/
February 2014 Issue of Canadian
Geographic Magazine
The story, written by Fraser Los, starts with this
statement: Poised to deliver big results, the
nearly four-year -old Canadian Boreal Forest
Agreement (CBFA) continues to rely on the
co-operation of former foes.

NALT Donation Form
THE MOORECROFTERS’ CAMPAIGN
to raise money for
the restoration of Kennedy Lodge at
Moorecroft Regional Park
I,___________________________________
would like to donate to the Moorecroft Stewardship
Committee
My donation of $___________
_ is enclosed;
cash, cheque or credit card (circle one)

____________________________________________

VISA/ MC#___________________________________
Expiry___/___Signature_________________________
Mailing Address:_______________________________
City/ Town:___________________________________
Postal Code:______________Phone:______________
Email:_______________________________________
Cheques should be made payable to
“NALT – Moorecroft Stewardship Committee”

Charitable receipts will be issued for all donations of $20 or
more. NALT’s charitable tax # is 893193771
Please record this contribution in the name of, if other than
yourself:
_____________________________________________
I would like to remain anonymous on all NALT lists and
literature (circle one) NO / YES

Thank You for Your Support!
Photo: Bryan Myhal

It takes the reader through some of the
intricacies of bringing together 21 forest
Companies, nine environmental groups, and a
host of other stakeholders—including local
residents, First Nations, scientists, foresters and
administrators—all working together to bring
buy-in from provincial governments in northern
Manitoba and Ontario to turn conservation
management plans for the northern boreal
forests into policy. In Manitoba, the area covers
73 million hectares (three times the size of the
UK); in Ontario, north of Timmins, the Abitibi
River Forest area is a more modest three million
hectares—still an impressive undertaking. In
both areas, the many stakeholders working
together are close to achieving binding
agreements.
The story closes with an upbeat statement:
Now, a sense of excitement pervades the
group. Ask anyone in the CBFA if they are
optimistic about its overall success, and they
reflect the same enthusiasm. “It’s a feeling that
hits a group when they’ve achieved that ‘sweet
spot’ of negotiation,” say O’Carroll, the
agreement’s executive director. “That’s what
we’re striving for, and I think a critical mass
have felt it.”
What is so encouraging about this story is the
sense of cooperation—of a wide and disparate
assortment of agencies, individuals and
interests coming together, finding common
ground, and moving forward as a united force
for environmental protection and stewardship.
This is what the Nanaimo River Watershed
Roundtable is doing also. At this early stage, the
NRWR is still taking baby steps, but it has
achieved the most important first step— a will to
work together, build trust, and engage in open
dialogue.
Go to mag.cangeo.ca/jf14/boreal to read the full
story and view videos about CBFA.

Nanaimo River Donation Form
I wish to donate to the Nanaimo River Project,
to assist with the costs of developing a Nanaimo River
stewardship strategy

Pre-Authorized Contribution (PAC)
Includes Annual Membership
Complete this section ONLY if you want to become a
monthly donor.
Yes, I authorize NALT to automatically withdraw from my
bank account on the 1st of each month beginning
This date__________________(yr/month/day):

Donation Categories
$5,000 to $9,999
Benefactor
$1,000 to $4,999
Hero
$500 to $999
Champion
$100 to $499
Patron
$25 to $100
Friend
less than $25
Supporter
My donation of $____________ is enclosed as cash,
cheque or credit card (circle one)
Cheques should be made payable to NALT – Nanaimo River
Strategy Project OR provide credit card info
VISA/ MC#___________________________
Expiry___/___Signature_________________________
Charitable receipts will be issued for all donations of $20 or
more. TO receive your tax receipt and be on our contact list,
please fill out the section below.
NALT’s charitable tax # is 893193771

$10.00
$20.00
$30.00
$40.00
Other amount:__________
I have enclosed a cheque marked VOID.

OR
Yes, I authorize NALT to charge my Visa OR MasterCard the
1st of each month:
$10.00
$20.00
$30.00
$40.00
Other amount:__________
Visa□ M/C□
#:__________________________Exp:_______
Signature:_________________________________________

My Name :____________________________________
Mailing Address:_______________________________
City/ Town:___________________________________
Postal Code:______________Phone:______________
Email Contact:________________________________
If this donation is being made in the name of someone other
than yourself, please give their contact information
Their Name___________________________________
Mailing Address:_______________________________
City/ Town:___________________________________

Beginning: (Month)_____________, 20________

Postal Code:______________Phone:______________

You may change or cancel your contribution at any time by
sending NALT written notice.

I would like to remain anonymous on all NALT thank you
and recognition lists NO / YES (circle one)

Please note: You will receive one tax receipt for the total amount of
monthly gifts after the end of each tax year.

Your membership & monthly contribution are
greatly appreciated.

NALT Thanks You for Your Support!
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Donation/Pledge Form
THE MOUNT BENSON CAMPAIGN II

Please send this completed form to:
Nanaimo & Area Land Trust
#8– 140 Wallace Street
Nanaimo, BC
V9R 5B1

NALT MEMBERSHIP FORM

DONOR CATEGORIES
$50,000 or more

Ultimate Benefactor of Benson

Please send this completed form to:
Nanaimo & Area Land Trust
#8-140 Wallace St. Nanaimo, BC V9R 5B1
I would like to:

$10,000 to $49,999 Benefactor of Benson
$5,000 to $9,999

Hero of Benson

$3,000 to $4,999

Grand Champion of Benson

a)
b)

Renew my NALT Membership
Begin a NALT Membership
(Check the category that applies to you)

$1,000 to $2,999

Champion of Benson

$500 to $999

Patron of Benson

$100 to $499

Friend of Benson

less than $100

Sponsor of Benson

Senior/Low Income/Student -$10
__ Individual/Family - $20
__ Business- $50
c)

d)
My donation of $_______________ is enclosed
cash, cheque or credit card (check one)

I would like to become a monthly donor:

Please fill out the reverse side of this form in order to set up a
Pre-Authorized Contribution (automatically includes membership)
OR

AND/OR

I would like to make a one time donation of:

$__________
Make cheque payable to: Nanaimo & Area Land Trust
OR

Please charge my Visa or Mastercard:

I would like to pledge $_____________ in ___(#)

Credit Card #______________________________Exp Date :________

payments made monthly/annually/other_______

Signature:_________________________________________________

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY
Make cheque payable to NALT- Mount Benson Acquisition.

Visa/MC#_________________________Exp Date:________
Tax receipts issued for donations of $20 or more.

My name is
____________________________________________
(for tax receipt)
Please record this contribution in the name of :
(if different) _____________________________
I would like to remain anonymous (Check Here)

□

name_______________________________________________
mailing address_______________________________________
city_____________________Postal code___________________

telephone_________________ email address_________________
Would you like to remain anonymous?
Tax receipts will be issued for contributions of $20 or more.
NALT does not sell, trade or loan our database of donors, members or
contacts to individuals or other organizations

My street address:_____________________________

Thank you for your continued support!

City:_____________________postal code __________

OFFICE ONLY: TR #_____________

Phone:____________ Email:_____________________
Thank you for your continued support!
OFFICE ONLY: TR #_____________
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~ THANK YOU ALL ~

Many thanks to all the individuals, organizations and businesses who have donated their time and skills as
volunteers, contributed items or services, made financial donations, renewed or started a membership, or
begun a monthly pre-authorized contribution (PAC). December 18, 2013 to March 3, 2014

Donations to Moorecroft: Gerald Thompson
Donations to Mt. Benson Phase II: Jennifer Allin, Mary & Helmut Mark, Betty Pepper
Donations in Memory of Bill Dickinson: Anonymous (1), Marc Bell, Jim & Margaret Cadwaladr, Gary & Barbara Dickinson, Norah Forrest, Doris Holden, Eric & Helen Johnson, Chris Southwick
Individual Donations & New Memberships – NALT: Anonymous (1), Judith Albert, Patricia & Patrick Ansell,
Joan Blick, Darlene Booth, Lori Brothers, Anita Buxton, Ross Fraser, Jo & Donald Graham, Philip Gurvich, Allan
Hawryzki, Barbara & Ken Lyall, Philip Manders, John & Marilyn Riendl, Ellen Ross, Wendy & Douglas Smiley,
Jeffrey Solomon & Roblyn Hunter, Janet Taylor, Peter & Anneke Van Kerkoerle, Dorothy & Don Wallace,
Graham Wallace, Shannon Welsh
Business & Organization Donations – NALT: Friends of Pioneer Forest, Living Forest Oceanside
Campground & R.V. Park, Timothy J. Huntsman Law Corporation
Volunteers from December 19th 2013 to March 3rd 2014: Gail Adrienne, Diane Bestwick, Holly Blackburn, Ruth Caspell, Paul Chapman, Iain Colquhoun, Deryck Cowling, Allan Davidson, Jennifer Davidson, Kathy
Doyle, Doris Edwards, Susan Fisher, Dean Gaudry, Jo Graham, Allan Hawryzki, Pat Hogue, Barbara Hourston,
Denis Hughes, Peter Jeremy, Barb Kerfoot, Anne Kerr, Wayne Morgan, Betty Penston, Janice Porteous, Ellis
Richer, Brian Roberts, Doug Roszmann, Chris Scorah, Gary Smart, Ron Tanasichuk, Catherine Watson, John
Wells, Wally Wells, Fraser Wilson, Inger Wyatt, Linda Yemen, Jim Young
Donated Goods & Services: Save on Foods, Running Room
A Special Thank you to All NALT’s 2013 Monthly Pre-authorized Contributors (PAC): Anonymous (3)
Gail Adrienne, W. David & Kathleen Anderson, Suzanne Andre, Gary & Valerie Ansell, Patrick & Patricia Ansell,
Aquaparian Enviromental Consulting Ltd., Ian & Gwen Bailey, Johanna & Robert Bams, Doreen Besharah,
Deanna Bickerton, John & Holly Blackburn, Deborah Blenkarn, David & Valerie Booth, Lawrence & Judith
Borserio, Richard & Lynne Bowen, Chris Cameron M.D., Stanley & Sharon Cameron, Darlene & Wolfgang
Carolsfeld, Ruth Caspell & Gary Howie, Edna Chadwick, Paul Chapman, Joy Christian, Don Cohen, Linda Cole,
Kelly & Adam Compton, Deryck & Linda Cowling, Dave Cutts, Jennifer & Allan Davidson, Jeff Delgatty & Janet
Hawker, Pat & Leslie Dickason, Jeffrey Dickinson & Michelle Fairbanks, Melanie & Andrew Digney, Robert &
Sandra Dobson, Mac & Vilma Dube, Easy Living Holdings, Jacob Etzkorn, David & Susan Fisher, Dr. Sara
Frisch, Ian Gartshore, Dean Gaudry, Inger Gidska, Alison Graves, Lee Grimmer, Douglas & Doreen Halfyard,
Helena Hanssens, Jean-Michel Hanssens, Connie & David Hargrave, Allan Hawryzki, Elizabeth Herman,
Alexander Hertzberg & Margaret M'Gonigle, Jerry Hinbest, Pat Hogue, Barbara Hourston, Joy Hunter, Roblyn
Hunter & Jeffrey Solomon, Trish Jennings, Peter Jeremy, Beryl Johnson, Lawrence Johnson, Susan Juby, M.
Anne Kerr, Cynthia Lajeunesse, Gerald M. LaPorte, Margaret Litch, Dale Lovick, Ian MacDonald & Candice
Morgan, Anne MacMillan, Hugh & Rosemary MacNaughton, Mike & Becky Mann, M. Raye McAllister, Craig
McCracken, Robert & Barbara McDonald, Nancy Jill McElwain, Joan McIntyre, Harry McLeod, Richard McNicol,
Scot Merriam, Stephanie Mills, Patricia Mitchell, Ann-Marie Monahan, Geoff Mumford, Arla Jean Murch, Robert
& Susan Murphy, Bruce Patterson & Joan Wagner, Steven Peck, Betty Penston, Mary Peters, John Vincent
Prestley, Sharon Preston & Eric MacNeill, Diana Pullinger, Kulbinder Rai, Helen & Phillip Robertson, Arthur &
Marjorie Robinson, Tamera Rogers, Ray Roy, Harriet Rueggeberg, Jane Saxton, Rosina Schmidt, Austen
Scott, Bob & Louise Sernoffsky, Sharon Speevak, Martin Spencer, Kate Stefiuk, Al & Marjorie Stewart, Brenda
Stewart, Frank Stoney, Gilbert Stuart, Andre Sullivan, Emma Swanson, Ron Tanasichuk, Mary Thiess, Jack
Tieleman, Ross & Mildred Tremblay, Arlene Tucker, Anneke & Peter Van Kerkoerle, Dick W. Vann, Victoria
Voros, Mollie & Gordon Walls, Joris Wiggers, Fraser & Patricia Wilson, Mary Winder, Windward Neighborhood
Pub, Jim & Shari Young, John & Susan Young, Ronald & Diana Young, Audrey & Gary Zolob
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NALT’s 2013 Monthly PAC to Mount Benson Land Acquisition: Richard & Mary Cabell

